DYNASTIES  AND  STOCKS

these two Platt-Deutsch speaking populations to two dis-
tinct, and, as might in certain circumstances happen, hos-
tile bodies politic, the one ruled from Berlin, the other
formerly from London, latterly from Hanover, the right
eye as it were fixed on the east and the left eye on the
west, so that the peaceable peasants of this district, similar
in type and in the intercourse of intermarriage, might be
compelled to fire on one another, in the interests on the
one hand of Guelfs and Habsburgs, on the other hand of
Hohenzollerns. The mere possibility of this shows the
depth and strength of the influence of dynastic attach-
ments upon the Germans. That the dynasties have at all
times been stronger than press and parliament is estab-
lished by the fact that in 1866 countries belonging
to the Bund, whose dynasties lay within the sphere of
Austrian influence, disregarded national policy and sided
with Austria, those alone which lay under the Prussian
guns throwing in their lot with Prussia. Hanover, Hesse,
and Hanau were of course not in the latter category, since
they thought Austria strong enough to refuse compliance
with the Prussian demands, and conquer. In consequence
they paid the reckoning, since it proved impossible to rec-
oncile King William to the idea that Prussia at the
head of the North German confederation hardly needed
an accession of territory. Certain however it is that, as of
old, so also in 1866, the material force of the confederate
states followed the dynasties and not the parliaments, and
that Saxon, Hanoverian, and Hessian blood was spilt,
not to advance but to retard the unification of Germany.

The dynasties formed everywhere the points about
which the German impulse towards segregation set its
crystals in closer array.
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